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Good afternoon,
 
I would like to address the proposal for caseload standards. Our system is in crisis. Our defenders are
beyond burned out. Our clients do not receive the time and consideration that they deserve, not for
lack of trying but due to the sheer volume of cases. This is incredibly unsustainable and will result in
more people leaving the field and less people pursuing public defense to begin with. This work can
be difficult and complicated enough- to add the myriad of cases is untenable. We need immediate
and concrete relief. I know that the implementation is complicated and we will have growing pains.
But it is a long needed change and one that will be worth it. It benefits defenders, support staff,
prosecutors, and clients to have lower caseloads- we serve our communities better and can be
functional people outside of our job. Please approve this proposal and invest in our future. Thank
you for your time.
 
Aisling Jennings
She/Her/Ella
Behavioral Health Specialist
Whatcom County Public Defender
Cell: (360) 800-7161
Fax: (360) 778-5641
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